Glycosylation reactions of methyl 2,3,4,6-tetra-O-benzyl-D-glucopyranosylsulfoxide with various alcohols under high pressure in toluene using O-mesityrenesulfonylhydroxylamine as the activator gave the corresponding glucosides each in good yield and selectivity ,
MSHA under high pressure effectively to afford S-aminosulfoxonium glucoside and then the formed salt reacts with the alcohol to give the corresponding glucoside (Scheme 1). In conclusion, we have described the glycosylation reaction of methyl 2,3,4,6-tetra-0-benzyl-D-glucopyranosylsulfoxide (1) with various alcohols under high pressure using 0-mesityrenesulfonylhydroxylamine as the activator affording the corresponding glucosides each in good yield and selectivity. MSHA may be registered as one of the useful activators of glycosylsulfoxides.
Further application of this procedure to the synthesis of complex oligosaccharides is now in progress.
Experimental
General-A description of the high pressure equipment employed in this study has been given previously13)-14). All of melting points were uncorrected. Methyl 2,3,4,6-tetra-0-benzyl (1) was easily prepared from the corresponding 1-thioglucoside (Received Nov. 12, 1996 ; Accepted Jun. 10, 1997) 
